UK Surf Rowers League

March 2008 Newsletter

Dear UKSRL members and supporters

Soon the clocks will change to summertime hours and thoughts will turn to renewing your UKSRL membership for 2008. Membership forms are available on the UKSRL website www.uksrl.co.uk
Please send your membership form direct to Jane Mansfield UKSRL Treasurer, membership allows entry into the UKSRL 2008 Summer Series, the 2008 UK Surfboat Championships and for UK crews into the Ocean Thunder Europe event in Biarritz. Please check rowing dates below as there have been new one’s added and some amended.

UKSRL Summer Series 2008

Crews !..........It is time to dream up your 2008 surfboat crew name!!!..... Perranporth will field :-

The Perranporth Desperados and in the women's event, The Perranporth Rebel Angels are all still speaking to each other...........so that must be a good sign!

Rumour has it City of Bristol RC are mounting a campaign this season with the Bristol Barracudas crew

The Summer Series this year is scheduled at beaches that are known to have surf and will all take place on a Saturday.

Pointscore changes : At the UKSRL November AGM members agreed to a review on the pointscore for the 2008 Summer Series – please see UKSRL rule book on UKSRL website www.uksrl.co.uk in short: a crew will receive all their “turn up” 15pts when on the start line for their 1st race. The six highest scoring crews after 3 races will go forward to a Final to row for “a golden point” to be added to their overall pointscore. This way the six best crews get to race each other at least once per event.

UKSRL 2008 UK Surfboat Championships

UKSRL 2008 UK Surfboat Championship are scheduled for Saturday 26th July 2008 at Saunton Sands, North Devon. With some high level UK crew entries in the Ocean Thunder Europe event we anticipate a strong entry from some well known river rowing clubs in their preparation for the OTE event. They will also try and wrestle the championship silverware away from the surf rowers. Someone said ..............“even a french crew may turn up!”

Ocean Thunder Europe

Be under no allusions, the Ocean Thunder Europe event is going to be one of the toughest

rowing events in the 2008 rowing calendar. Corinne and Richard Meadmore have gathered together to date 60 surfboat crews including some of the best crews to have ever ventured outside of Australia's shores, including the current World Champions - North Cottesloe J crew and the 2008 Ocean Thunder Pro Series winners– Austinmer.

www.oceanthunder.com.au
Add to this cocktail, crews from New Zealand, Portugal and crews from the French Olympic rowing squad and we have the potential to set the rowing world on fire. I know the UK crew entries will perform well and some money has to be on current UK and European Champions - Porthtowan Bali Blue who are keen to take on the challenge.

For more information on Ocean Thunder Europe use this link for now:-

http://www.europeansurfboats.com/ocean_thunder.php
2008 UKSRL League Events

Sat 29th March Cornwall Rowing Assoc Truro Handicap10km Truro start 09:15 hrs Mens crews

Sat 19th April 10k Womens crews Mylor to Truro Mylor start 16:15hrs

Sat 31st May Round 1 UKSRL Summer Series Porthcawl – S Wales

Sat 21st June Round 2 UKSRL Summer Series Saunton Sands – N Devon

Sat 12th July Round 3 UKSRL Summer Series venueTBC ! Watergate Bay - Cornwall

Sat 26th July UKSRL Open Surfboat Championships 2008 Saunton Sands, N Devon

Sat 24th August Round 4 UKSRL Summer Series Perranporth – Cornwall

Fri 5th Sept ESRF European Championships Biarritz – SW France

Sat 6th Sept Ocean Thunder Europe Biarritz – SW France

Sat 27th Sept Round 5 UKSRL Summer Series Final Bournemouth – Hants

Truro River Races

The two 10km Truro River Races are to take place on Saturday March 29th starting at Truro rowing down the river for Mens Surfboat crews and on 19th April starting at Mylor rowing up the river for Womens Surfboat crews.

Surfboats for Sale

European Surfboats Ltd are shipping surfboats and equipment for clubs here in the UK and France. The Perry and the Clymer on the website have been sold to Biarritz and Hossegor surf clubs respectively. A further shipment of three boats is due to leave Australia sometime in April and another shipment could be leaving Australia in June. If you require surfboats or oars etc, please contact ;-

Richard Meadmore richard@meadmore.net as he will be attending the 2008 Australian Surf

Life Saving Titles later this month to source good quality boats and gear for Europe.
