
 
 
UK Surf Rowers League  
 
Dear Surfboat Crews 
 
August  2006 Newsletter and Events Calendar 
 
2006 UK Surfboat Championship hits the big time ! 
 
This years Surfboat Championship has hit the big time, with 
entries received from Leander RC and Marlow RC.  
 
The Leander Vikings join forces with two other stillwater 
crews the Marlow Barbarians and Marlow Bucks to take on 
the Australia crew The Exiles and the big name UK Surfboat 
crews and current leaders of the 2006 UKSRL Series the 
Perranporth Tigers and the Porthtowan Penetrators. 
 
Saunton Sands N Devon is gearing itself up for the biggest 
Surfboat event this summer. With crews from the prestigous 
Leander RC and Marlow RC rowing clubs participating, the 
surfboat crews are on their knees praying for a wave! 
 
Nick Beringer - UKSRL President, has agreed to sweep the 
Australian crew and experienced Sweeps are to helm the 
Stillwater crews. On a recent visit to Perranporth for a pre-championship outing Sam Scott 
bowman of The Exiles (AUS) was heard to comment “ bloody hell mate, this is just like 
home!” 
 
The womens crew entry for the 2006 Championship has been a little disappointing but bodes 
well for next year as word will spread amongst the rowing fraternity.  
 
Check out articles on this summers Surfboat events submitted by Andy Cox – Sweep of the 
Perranporth Sharks on The Times website www.timesonline.co.uk/surfnation 
 
 
Medals have been commissioned from Abbott & Sons in Brisbane, suppliers to the Australian 
Surf Rowers League ASRL and Silverware has been sponsored by Nick Beringer and Peter 
Gaisford (please note Overseas crews: the Silverware has to stay in the UK, you can keep the 
medals if you win any ☺ )  
 

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/surfnation


Accomodation:  contact UKSRL Chairman Andy Bray to book your accomodation i.e. tent 
pitch,  cost is £6.00 per head and the site is NEXT DOOR to Lobb Fields Campsite on the 
Braunton – Saunton road. 
Email: andy@bray8951.fsnet.co.uk        
Mob: 07812993597 
 
UKSRL Series Events 2006 
 
Round 4 of the UKSRL Series at Perranporth on July 28th had to be postponed, the swell 
jumped from flat at 12 noon to 2m+ by the 7pm start time. Although crews made it out to the 
bouys during the warm up, the boat panel agreed that with only one IRB in attendance this was 
insufficient safety cover for the prevailing conditions. The UKSRL committee will alert crews to 
the rescheduled date for Round 4 as soon as possible. 
 
This summer has produced some of the closest racing since the league started in 2000. Eight 
crews have consistently attended the first three rounds, necessitating a need to draw two heats 
and the points to be allocated accordingly. Porthtowan Penetrators and the Perranporth 
Tigers are locked in a head to head at the top of the leader board with the St Agnes Bad 
Lads, Portreath Rangers and the Bude Broncos vying for the minor placings. In Round 3 the 
Saunton Slaves and Perranporth Sharks nearly resorted to a clash of boats in order to steal 
points from each other. 
 
In the Womens league the Perranporth Swans have just snuck a 6pt lead from the 
Porthtowan Predators, with two more rounds to go will this be enough to secure the 
championship? Mistakes with touching or not touching the finish flag has cost the Portreath 
Dolphins some valuable points. 
 
Quote: Ryan Doble – GB representative Beach Sprint and Beach Flags Champion “This is the 
hardest thing I have ever done in my life……!” bowman Portreath Rangers 
 
 
Flemish Trophy and Benelux Champs 
 
Charles Dallemagne in Belgium chd@arenborg.com invites UK surfboat crews to attend and 
compete at Middelkerke on the 14th  july in Belgium then head to Zelande on the 15th for a 
demonstration in Holland (Zelande) at the surfcentrum  
There is a rowing club between Brugge & Zeebrugge, close to the coast, where they have an 
"hotel", not a 5* but ok! 
He can negociate accomodation + half pension 
 
Can we put together a UKSRL surfboat crew/s to attend the above event? A long 
weekend in Belgium and Holland. Go from Dover to Dunkirk and it is less than an hours 
drive. 
 
International Surf Challenge 
 
Surf Life Saving GB has received an invitation from Surf Life Saving Australia to attend the 
International Surf Challenge comprising of five surf nations:- Australia, New Zealand, USA, 
Great Britain and Japan in Perth Western Australia after the conclusion of the 2007 Australian 
Championships on the 26th March. The invite includes a GB representative Mens surfboat 
crew. At  present the surfboat event only allows for a male entry. The GB representative team 
is to be self funding.  

mailto:andy@bray8951.fsnet.co.uk
mailto:chd@arenborg.com


 
 
 
 
The UKSRL committee has agreed the following selection criteria for a GB surfboat 
crew. 
 
Winners of the SLSA GB National Mens Surfboat Championships 2006 are to be invited 
to represent Great Britain. (This criteria also applies to the winning Womens surfboat 
crew should an invite be forthcoming). Should the winning crew/club be unable to fill all 
the positions in a surfboat, then they are free to approach alternative crews/clubs in 
order to fill the vacant position/s. 
 
Sweep Oars for sale 
 
I have two brand spanking new wooden Croker Sweep Oars for sale……….should the 
unthinkable happen sometime this summer……Ooops St Agnes Bad Lads sweep Steve 
Instance needs one ! ☺☺☺☺ 
 
Great River Race – London 
 
Report on the 2005 event on the web site below, the 2006 event is scheduled to take place on 
Saturday 16th September. Best keep checking the website or email Stuart Wulff to get more 
information.  www.greatriverrace.co.uk/index.html 
 
World Surfboat Championship 2008 
 
Germany has been chosen as hosts for the 2008 World Championships, venue and dates to 
follow. www.rescue2008.com 
 
Surfboat Events in Europe 
The calendar of Surfboats events in France, Belgium and Portugal, for crews who may 
consider crossing the channel and spreading the word in Europe. 
 
France       see next page         contact: Philippe Doimo email: philippe.doimo@wanadoo.fr 
 
Belgium    14th  July Middelkerke     contact: Charles Dallemagne  email: chd@arenborg.com 
        14th  July Zelande 
         9th     September – BeneLux Cup 
 
Portugal  1st  – 2nd October Carcavelos, Lisbon contact: Estavao Pape  email: epape@sapo.pt 
 
 
2006 UKSRL League Events 
 
 
22nd – 23rd July  SLSA GB National Masters – Devon 
 
Friday 28th July  Surfboat League Round 4 - Perranporth start time 7:00pm 
 
Sat 5th August UKSRL Surfboat Championship – Saunton Sands start 9:00am  
 

http://www.greatriverrace.co.uk/index.html
http://www.rescue2008.com/
mailto:philippe.doimo@wanadoo.fr
mailto:chd@arenborg.com
mailto:epape@sapo.pt


12th – 13th August Region SLSA Championships - Perranporth 
 
Sat 19th August Surfboat League Round 5 - Portreath start time 6:00pm 
  
Friday 1st  Sept  SLSA GB National Championships - Fistral Beach Newquay 
 
Sat 16th Sept  Great River Race – London 
 
Sun 1st Oct  Junior Rowers and Novice Sweep coaching day – Saunton Sands , N  
   Devon – start time 11:00am 
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