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10th June 2007

Results Round 1 UKSRL Summer Series 2007

Venue: Sandy Beach, Porthcawl - Wales

Surf: flat

Each boat will receive 5pts when on the start line for a race. Upon conclusion of a race the additional points will be calculated as follows:

1st 5pts,  2nd 3pts,  3rd 2pts,  4th 1pt,  5th 0pts,  6th 0pts

9 Mens crews and 7 Womens crews attended, therefore crews were drawn into heats and alleys and result points allotted.

Porthcawl – Surf Rowing in the Dragons Lair

Ask a Welshman who he supports on a weekend of international rugby and the answer you receive will invariably be the same: “Wales, boyo…and whoever is playing the English!”

It was with this Anglo-Welsh version of the “entente cordiale” firmly in mind that 16 of the crews comprising the United Kingdom Surf Rowers League (UKSRL) crossed the River Severn on Saturday 16 June and entered the dragon’s lair for the first round of the surfboat season. With a nervous glance as they passed the turning to that mecca to the oval ball that is the magnificent Millenium Stadium in Cardiff, the crews pressed on and arrived, with more than some relief, at Porthcawl without a single sighting of a head-high tackle or ram-rod hand-off.

Located just short of the heavy industrial site of Port Talbot, the venue for the contest was a blessed piece of golden coastline, imaginatively called “Sandy Beach.” And the inspired nomenclature extended to the crews choice of names for their teams which included the Twickenham Exiles and Twickenham Sheilas (no prizes for guessing the Antipodean composition of these boats), the Portreath Wreckers and the Perranporth Rebel Angels (surely, that should be Fallen Angels? Ed.)

The anticipated warm welcome traditionally reserved for visiting English (and Southern hemisphere) sporting teams transpired to be something of an underestimate for, the weather at least, was hot, damn hot. Inevitably, the glorious conditions ensured by the dominant anticylconic pressure system meant no waves. Indeed, conditions were so benign that last minute beach entries from nearby boating lakes could have been considered. That there were none can only have been attributable to an inability to conjure up a suitably rousing crew name.

Once the crews had been cooked to a medium-rare, the racing started. The Exiles sent out an immediate statement of intent by winning the opening heat of race one. Swept by Richard Meadmore from the North Cottesloe Surf Club, (the current surfboat world champions) the Exiles won the National Championships last year and Meadmore is bullish about their prospects: “To win the champs last year was great – this year our goal is to go one step further and win the UKSRL title as well.”

In heat two, the best British boat from last season, Porthtowan Bali Blues, won in equally impressive fashion. It was quite possible to foresee that the tone had been set for the whole season in just the first two heats. That premonition, however, proved to be a touch premature when – in large part due to a kindly draw – Perranporth Desperados won heat three in race two and then, much more commendably, the Wreckers put a hole in the Exiles campaign when a blistering sprint up the beach by bowman Ben Widderschoven won his boat heat six in round three.

In the ladies competition, four different crews shared wins in the six heats. After last season’s largely unchallenged dominance, it was healthy, from the neutral’s point of view, to see the Rebel Angels go down to an impressive row by Portreath Piranhas in heat three of round two. Competition breeds performance, perhaps one reason Bude entered two ladies teams, and if so, this season ought to be much more open than last.   

As befits the opening round of a new season, there was a degree of rust attributable to the long off-season that needed to be removed. This was never more evident than in the turns at the buoys with several crews struggling to complete the manoeuvre in the confined space available. One mishap saw the sweep-oar of the Porthtowan Tomcats unceremoniously run over by another boat, causing the unfortunate sweep to be condemned to what Eddie Waring would undoubtedly have called “…an early bath!”

Competition done, the rowers were regally entertained by the Llantwit Major surf club, affording all-present the opportunity to tell tall-tales and generally spread the surfboat gospel. In truth, this was the main reason for a first event to be held on the South Wales coast as Pete Gaisford, secretary of UKSRL was happy to concede:  “Development is the key. UKSRL will play its part in encouraging more Welsh surfboat crews to compete against Llantwit Major Crocs and hopefully, further afield. Porthcawl is a fine venue and lends itself to surfboat racing.” 

The next round of the league takes place at Perranporth on Saturday 30 June. For all the warmth of the welcome in Wales, the crews will be hoping for some waves with thrills and spills to share. Perranporth is likely to oblige.
Mens Open Race 1 Heat 1

1st Twickenham Exiles

10pts

2nd Porthtowan Tomcats

 8pts

3rd Portreath Wreckers

 7pts

4th Portreath Rockets

 6pts

5th Llantwit Major Crocs

 5pts

Mens Open Race 1 Heat 2

1st Porthtowan Bali Blues

 10pts

2nd Twickenham JTs Pussies
   8pts

3rd Perranporth Desperados
   7pts

4th Saunton Stingrays
             6pts

Mens Open Race 2 Heat 3

1st Perranporth Desperados
 10pts

2nd Saunton Stingrays

   8pts

3rd Twickenham JTs Pussies
   7pts

4th Llantwit Major Crocs
  
   6pts

5th Porthtowan Tomcats

   5pts

Mens  Open Race 2 Heat 4

1st Twickenham Exiles
 
10pts

2nd Porthtowan Bali Blues
 
  8pts

3rd  Portreath Wreckers

  7pts

4th Portreath Rockets 

  6pts

Mens Open Race 3 Heat 5

1st Porthtowan Bali Blues

10pts

2nd Porthtowan Tomcats

  8pts

3rd Llantwit Majors Crocs
  
  7pts

4th Perranporth Desperados
  6pts

5th Portreath Rockets

  5pts

Mens Open Race 3 Heat 6

1st Portreath Wreckers

 10pts

2nd Twickenham Exiles

  8pts

3rd Twickenham JTs Pussies
  7pts

4th Saunton Stingrays    

  6pts

Womens Open Race 1 Heat 1

1st Porthtowan Showgirls
 
10pts

2nd Twickenham Sheilas

  8pts

3rd Bude Great Mates

  7pts

4th Llantwit Odds n Sods

  6pts

Womens Open Race 1 Heat 2

1st Perranporth Rebel Angels
 10pts

2nd Portreath Piranhas
            8pts

3rd Bude Runners

            7pts

Womens Open Race 2 Heat 3

1st Portreath Piranhas

10pts

2nd Perranporth Rebel Angels
  8pts

3rd Bude Great Mates

  7pts

4th Llantwit Major Odds n Sods
  6pts

Womens Open Race 2 Heat 4

1st Bude Runners

        10pts

2nd Porthtowan Showgirls
          8pts

3rd Twickenham Sheilas
          7pts

Womens Open Race 3 Heat 5

1st Perranporth Rebel Angels      10pts

2nd Porthtowan Showgirls

8pts

3rd Portreath Piranhas

7pts

4th Llantwit Major Odds n Sods
6pts

Womens Open Race Heat 6

1st Bude Runners

        10pts

2nd Twickenham Sheilas

8pts

3rd Bude Great Mates

7pts

UKSRL Novice Sweep Event ( 2 heats)

=1st Anita Adams

 
10pts

=1st Pete Hill



10pts

=2nd Chris Sproat


  8pts

=2nd Scott McFarlane
  
  8pts

=3rd Naomi Hatcher

            7pts

=3rd John Spear


  7pts

=4th Danni Cormican

  6pts

=4th Ben Osborne
  

  6pts

5th   Andrew McDonnaugh

  5pts

Total Pointscore Round 1 UKSRL Summer Series 2007

Mens Open

Porthtowan Bali Blues

28pts

Twickenham Exiles


28pts

Portreath Wreckers


24pts

Perranporth Desperados

23pts

Twickenham JTs Pussies

22pts

Porthtowan Tomcats

21pts

Saunton Stingrays


20pts

Llantwit Majors Crocs

18pts

Portreath Rockets


17pts

Womens Open

Perranporth Rebel Angels

28pts

Bude Runners


27pts

Porthtowan Showgirls

26pts

Portreath Piranhas


25pts

Twickenham Sheilas


23pts

Bude  Great Mates


21pts

Llantwit Major Odds n Sods
18pts

