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AUSTRALIAN EXPERIENCE
By Richard Meadmore

1/ Brief History
100+ years in Australia

400 approx surf clubs in Aust

60-70% row surf  boats

75% of Clubs on East Coast south and north of Sydney

1996 approx women began surf boats

Aust Champs the event that all aspire to – 5 day event

Aust Champs big event – when held on the east coast 100+ mens, 150+ reserve mens, 100+ women, 75+ u21 (now u23), 80+ u 19, new division 2007 u 23 women.  Masters in all age groups

Now an elite semi professional series for men and women, Ocean Thunder
2/ What is working, what is not
Numbers of open men not increasing

Women and masters growing fast
Always problems between SLSA and surf boat rowers – surf boats not important for SLSA 

Always a lack of sweeps

Always problems with venues and racing conditions

Not enough officials 

Sport very Aust centric – not interested in International events – cannot see the big picture

3/ How it is developing
Women and masters

Elite – OT – only way to get international

Easier to travel in Aust so more intersate Club competition
4/ What/How to be successful

Get Club management support

Get a boat capt who can organise and has good people skills

Get good athletes

Get good coaching

Get people rowing at all levels

Look after your equipment

5/ The aspirations

At the moment to be Aust Champions
The development of the elite series

Must look OT to develop

More people involved – lack of sweep

Surf boats needs to develop a better relationship with Aust still water rowing

6/ Europe development 
Will come to Eurpope if there is a well run event

Only the elite crews and masters will come 
